Proposal for Paper on, 

Regulation, Spread and Public Acceptance of Crop Biotechnology- A Developing Country Perspective

Developing countries like India plays a very crucial role in global agriculture due to it’s large population, hosting 1/4th of the word’s farming population. Biotechnological interventions can play a very important role in strengthening India’s agriculture by offering a powerful tool to it’s farmers.

The Indian government has given permission to only one genetically modified crop, the BT cotton, that has been in the market since 2002. In view of the performance of its first GM crop, the Bt cotton, and the demand created thereafter, there are a number of transgenic crops in the regulatory pipeline, waiting to be commercialized. At this critical point it is very important to understand and assess the regulatory system, the public acceptance scenario and the domestic as well as export markets to be affected by the current and future transgenic products.  

The South Asia Biosafety Program (SABP)  is an international development program supported by  the USAID and being implemented by International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) and AGBIOs. In India and Bangladesh. As part of this program we work with a cross section of stakeholders on ag-biotechnology, including policy makers, regulators, consumers, farmers and researchers. 

As a country coordinator of SABP-India I would like to summarize the current regulatory process, it’s future considerations for ag-biotech policies. The paper would also discuss the role of technology developers (public as well as private researchers), technology disseminators (the extension network that takes the technology closer to farmers) and technology adaptors (farmers and consumers). While doing this my paper shall bring in some ‘real life’ experience and perspective of all stakeholders on ag-biotechnology.
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