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ABSTACT
Along with the rapid advances in biotechnology there has been a wide range of consumer perceptions toward different food technologies such as genetically modified (GM) products.  Although consumer concerns are not unified within individual countries the regulatory approach to biotechnology has had a significant impact on trade relations between the European Union (EU) and North America (Canada and the United States).  

The continued growth and development of genetically modified organisms and other products of genomics research has necessitated the need to address the need for an international agreement that will address consumer attitudes and concerns. Such an agreement will provide a framework that will help reduce the prevalent polarization in the policy regime of the EU and in North America.

Perdekis & Kerr (1999) asserted that the source of protectionism towards GM products in the EU is consumer-based.   Since the World Trade Organization (WTO) is only equipped to deal with producer-based protectionism the outcomes of issues such as the beef hormone case has revealed the need to address consumer concerns for GM products as well as potential products of genomic research.  They proposed a re-negotiation of the WTO (to incorporate an agreement on consumer concerns and another on environmental issues) so as to separate consumer and environmental sources of protectionism from producer based trade restrictions. 

The objective of this paper is to propose an interdisciplinary framework that could be used to analyze consumer attitudes towards products that have a perceived impact on health thus reduce the polarization in the analysis of consumer concerns that currently exist.  In addition this paper will investigate some current international institutions such as the Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS) and the Biosafety Protocol (BSP), identify the articles within the existing international agreements that could accommodate issues of consumer concerns and provide some applications for the proposed framework within these institutions.
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