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Agricultural biotechnology can contribute to increased food security and household incomes in Africa by way of greater agricultural productivity whilst conserving the natural environment. It is critical that biotechnology be viewed as one part of a comprehensive, sustainable poverty reduction strategy, not as a technological “quick fix” to eliminate hunger and poverty. It is essential that investments be made in capacity strengthening, in undertaking policy, institutional, organizational and managerial reforms. 
The greatest risk for developing countries is to do nothing, allowing the biotechnology revolution to pass it by, as it happened for the green revolution for Africa. This may happen if individual and institutions capacity strengthening at all levels is not addressed and effectively backed with a coordinated drive to forge regulatory processes, biotechnology policy and bio-safety regulations. This requires that there be a comprehensive communication strategy in creating public awareness and acceptance among stakeholders and institutions to eliminate mistrust. 

While biotechnology has advanced agricultural productivity growth in some of developed countries, it has had little actual impact so far in Africa. While we acknowledge ethical and precautionary concerns regarding the use of some particular techniques of biotechnology, it should be kept in mind that failure to develop and capture this potential could further increase the income gap between developed and developing nations. This could be a serious setback in the struggle to reduce poverty, hunger, conflict, diseases and malnutrition in developing countries, particularly Africa.
 Further more, records indicate that demand for food in Africa surpasses food production while population growth also remains high on the continent. Agricultural biotechnology can increase crop productivity by increasing yields and improving the nutritional content of crops. It will also help provide low-cost food to low-income consumers. Bringing such benefits to developing Africa would have far-reaching results, in averting undernourishment, where a child dies every five seconds due to hunger. The advancement of biotechnology in combination with macroeconomic stability, good infrastructure availability, good governance, security of land tenure systems, and access to market opportunities may create economic growth. 
A comprehensive communication strategy, built on a long-term vision is crucial in promoting multi-stakeholders dialogues in the development of national, regional and continental agricultural biotechnology regulation and policy formulation process. Strategies, which bring on board everybody at early stage and collaborative action on focusing policy makers, environmentalist, NGOs, human right activities, legislators, research institutions and donors can help the safe use of agricultural biotechnology to revamp agriculture and to reduce hunger and children’s malnutrition. This strategy will be cost effective by pooling resources together and build coherence in policy and regulatory formulation. They should encourage full and candid discussions on biotechnology, aimed at determining how best to address problems while building on achievements. It is important for the stakeholders to own the regulation and policy formulation processes. This should be one of Africa’s government priorities in their nationaldevelopment plans. 
