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Abstract (Paper) 
The use of genetically modified (GM) crops remains highly controversial but the perspective of those in the developing world is often neglected in the debate. However, the total acreage planted with GM crops in developing countries has more than doubled since 1999. The absolute growth in biotech crop area between 2003 and 2004 was, for the first time, higher in developing countries than in industrial countries: 7.2 million hectares compared to 6.1 million hectares. More than three-quarters of the farmers who grew GM crops legally were resource-poor, small-scale cotton farmers in developing countries, mainly in China and South Africa. 

In December 2003, the Nuffield Council on Bioethics published a Discussion Paper on the use of genetically modified crops in developing countries, which reviews some of the recent scientific evidence and developments in policy, regulation and international trade. The presentation will highlight some of the recommendations and conclusions of this paper, in particular assessing the potential contribution that GM crops could make towards improving the effectiveness of agriculture in developing countries. It will also consider the impact that EU regulations may have on decisions about GM crops in developing countries, and address questions about corporate control and biodiversity. The Council recommends that research into GM crops should be sustained, and directed towards the needs of small-scale farmers in developing countries. The possible costs, benefits and risks associated with particular GM crops can only be assessed on a case by case basis.
Information about the Nuffield Council on Bioethics can be found here: http://www.nuffieldbioethics.org/ 
The Discussion Paper The use of GM Crops in Developing Countries can be downloaded at: http://www.nuffieldbioethics.org/go/screen/ourwork/gmcrops/publication_313.html 
