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Abstract

In July 2003 the Commission Recommendations (2003/556/EC) on guidelines for the development of national strategies and best practices to ensure the coexistence of genetically modified crops with conventional and organic farming was published. The guidelines stated that no form of agriculture, be it conventional, organic or agriculture using genetically modified organisms (GMOs), should be excluded in the EU. The Commission required Member States to develop and implement coexistence measures that were science based and proportional while taking into account the extremely diverse conditions under which European farmers operate. In addition, Member States have to adopt appropriate liability and redress mechanisms to address the possibility of adventitious (unintended) presence of genetically modified (GM) crops in non-GM crops which may result in economic damage. 
This paper will compare the different approaches taken by selected Member States, both pro and anti, with respect to liability (strict, fault based, new legislation, existing legislation) and redress mechanisms (funds, insurance) when implementing coexistence measures. 
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