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Productivity, Public Goods and Public Policy: agricultural biotechnology Potentials

BIOTECHNOLOGY AND GOVERNANCE:

CAN”THINK TANKS” BE OF HELP?
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It is virtually certain that biotechnology and its applications will develop further and increase in importance.  This will bring changes in the organizations and conduct of public and private policy in general and for government programs of applied research in particular. Agricultural biotechnology research is particularly important, especially with respect to developing countries. Here, as elsewhere,   longer term, more comprehensive views are needed. However, most governments remain in a short-term mode and need scientific inputs to the decision-making process. How can this be improved? 

Can “think tanks” be of help?  What types and size? How important are “think tanks” for policy-making and policy-makers?  Do “think tanks” really matter? If so how? Which typologies and issues exist and how can general criteria for evaluation be established? What should the “think tank” agenda be for the field of biotechnology and biotechnological applications? 

