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A commitment to the reduction of food insecurity was a central theme of the declaration of the World Food Summit, which met in Rome in June 2002. Commitment 4 of the World Food Summit Plan of Action asserted that trade was a key element in achieving world food security. This perception endorsed the approach which had been taken at Doha in November 2001, where food security was included as a negotiating issue in the Ministerial Declaration.

This paper examines the question of food security as it appears in the Agreement on Agriculture and in the Doha negotiating proposals. It also addresses the way in which food security has become an intellectual property issue, particularly in the interplay between the protective regimes which have been constructed for plant varieties and biotechnological inventions. The paper concludes with an examination of the way in which food security issues have been included in the intellectual property elements of the Doha negotiating agenda through the inclusion in the TRIPS Agreement reform process of the equity and benefit-sharing principles of the Convention on Biological Diversity, as well as the recognition of traditional resource rights.

