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University-industry relationships (UIRs) have emerged as an important force in the development and commercialization of agricultural biotechnologies.  Many scientists in public and private universities are involved in close working relationships with firms.   Such relationships can fundamentally affect the research, education, and extension services provided to the public by the universities.  The growth in industry support for academic agricultural biotechnology research has sparked public debate about the potential benefits and risks of the alliances.  

The relationships raise complex issues about the forces shaping the partnerships and the short- and long-term effects on research design and technology transfer. Although much research exists on UIRs in other sectors, there has little investigation of agricultural biotechnology. The stakes of making poorly informed decisions are high.  If the industry support is altering academic research in ways that neglect public goods, such as improved environmental quality, then the technology will not fulfill its potential for social benefits. Alternatively, if the alliances are not exerting such influences, inappropriate policy restrictions on the relationships also may limit the technology’s potential social benefits.   

The authors convened an expert workshop
 to identify the most salient issues requiring new analytical and empirical research to illuminate UIRs and the implications for managing public goods from agricultural biotechnology. Approximately 40 experts from academe, industry, government and non-profit organizations attended. This paper presents the major findings from the workshop.  The participants identified major questions in three issue areas.

Effects on faculty research agendas 
The common issues for faculty research agendas concerned the direction of research regarding the source of funding and the availability of funding.  

· Do scientists who collaborate with industry do more applied than basic research?  

· What are the major types of agricultural bioresearch conducted at universities and in industry?

· Is the scientist’s research agenda affected by industry proprietary technology?

· Do faculty with and without industry support have different definitions of the public good?

· Is the public sector maintaining sufficient research capacity for public goods to balance industry influence?  

Effects on intellectual property ownership and licensing

The causes and effects of the decrease in the exchange of knowledge and information and potential delays in dissemination, discovery and innovation were the main issues.   

· What forces are decreasing the exchange of scientific knowledge and information?

· How often is a university scientist denied access to research materials or information that are part of a UIR?  

· How often and long have publications been delayed due to intellectual property issues?

· What are the financial costs and revenues compared to the social costs and benefits of university technology transfer offices? 

· Which sectors of society are helped by the IP created through UIRs?

· When universities are granting exclusive licenses, do they include humanitarian exclusions?

Other aspects areas on concern

· How do UIRs affect communication among academic colleagues?

· How transparent is the communication to the public about UIRs?

· What is the role of government in UIRs?

· Do industry, university, and government operate on different definitions of public goods?  

� The workshop “University-Industry Relationships and the Public Good: Framing the Issues in Agricultural Biotechnology” was held November 19-20, 2002 at the Charles Hamner Conference Center 


Research Triangle Park, NC.








