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Productivity, Public Goods and Public Policy: agricultural biotechnology Potentials

Is the public prepared for the “next generation” of AgBiotech?
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Biotechnology raises a whole host of ethical problems from a broad range of perspectives. After some years of heated controversy throughout Europe and the US, GMOs and GM food have achieved the status of an ongoing political issue. The complexity of bioethics, even in the relatively narrow respect of biotechnology makes it difficult to find an appropriate framework for the discussion of this issue. In order to reach a situation of a reasonable and thoughtful dialogue there is an essential need to achieve the right balance between a clearly defined range of the ethics of biotechnology and obtaining relevant and accurate information. The use of GMOs goes beyond the boundaries of the politically and morally neutral space and enters public areas. The conflict about AgBiotech essentially involves three parties. On the one side there are the protagonists, on the other the opponents and critics, and between these two there is a wide area of indecisive, doubtful and sometimes indifferent public. Since the spread of agricultural biotechnology may considerably shape nature, it is important that this consequence, and the policies, laws and regulations pertaining, that introduce a degree of uncertainty into our life, should be examined democratically. That means involvement of three parties: People of agriculture biotechnology, the enterprise and the scientific community that must prove that the “promise of biotechnology” justifies their efforts; the institutional bodies related, their policies, regulation procedures and decisions to be adequate and transparent; and a large group of the public prepared to absorb the relevant and accurate information, analyze it and most important, share the responsibility for the development of the “next generation” of Agbiotech products. But a serious, public discussion, even about the current Agbiotech products, has been rare, and attempts to research the public’s understanding scratched only the surface. In order to achieve success in this direction with the large public group – the ordinary citizens, the main way that is suggested, is to include the subject of bioethics, of all its broad range of perspectives, in the education program. Adopting this approach, of addressing bioethics by the education program, both general and professional, is likely to have an influence on the marketability of the “next generation” of Agbiotech products, since it will finally be the consumers that decide on the prospects of the biotechnology markets. In view of this, the aim of the discussion should be to identify the AgBiotech specific issues to be addressed in a framework of an education program and the ways and means to achieve this goal. In addition, it is also suggested that the abstract of this discussion will be distributed among representatives of relevant organizations.  

