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Productivity, Public Goods and Public Policy: agricultural biotechnology Potentials

THE COSTS TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES OF NOT DOING BIOTECHNOLOGY
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The popular conception of biotechnology in much of the world is of the dangers of manipulating genes. Scientists talk about gene drift or the super weed; journalists about Frankenfoods. However, there is frequently a cost to doing nothing when technologies become available. Biotechnology has had its major success with developing resistance to insects especially with cotton and maize. 


After first briefly reviewing these successes in South Africa, China and the US and the importance of cotton in West Africa some preliminary estimates of the potential benefits of biotechnology in two countries of West Africa are made (Mali and Senegal). These estimates are based upon interviews with entomologist and farmers in these countries. Farm programming results are aggregated to get national estimates. Then policy implications are drawn emphasizing how West Africa can become more involved in biotechnology.

